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os 1 Remarks on that Gentleman's Pamphlet entitled 
4 « The Barber? With an Account of his 
ſtrange and deplorable FaEnzy. 


IN A LETTER TO A FRIEND. 


Thy Tongue deviſeth Miſchief like a ſharp Razor, 
Working deceitfully, Pſalm li. 2. | 
As a Madman who caſteth Firebrands, Arrows, and 
Death, ſo is the Man that deceiveth his Neighbour, - 
- and faith, Am not I in Sport? Prov. xavi. 18, 19. 
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BARBER's MIRROR, 


Sc. Sc. Se. 


DEAR SIX, 


HEN I laſt had the pleaſure of your com- 
pany, you ſeemed to feel much uneaſineſs 
on account of a Pamphlet that had juſt iſſued 
from the prolific pen of Mr. Huntington, en- 
titled, © The Barber; or Timothy Prieftley 
{ſhayed, &c.” Your concern was not of a ſelfiſh, 
but of a generous nature; it was for the cha- 
rater of Mr, Prieſtley, who you thought was 
treated by Mr. H. in a very unbecoming man- 
ner. Lou then gave me the Pamphlet, and de- 
ſired my opinion of it: I have complied with 
your deſire; and now ſend you the refleCtions 
which aroſe in my mind while I was peruſing 
the book : to which I have added ſome remarks 
on Mr. H. 's principles, conduct, and character. 


I had 
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I had previouſly read Mr. Prieſtley's perform- 
anG&4 at With à critical eye, becauſe of the 
ſubject it treated of; and not expecting a con- 
feſſion of faith ſo much as a declaration of expe- 
rience. Having theſe views, I was not diſap- 
pointed, but really edifted; and though I cannot 
exactly agree with the worthy author in all his 
ſentiments, yet as I muſt allow him the right of 
priwute judgment, as well as myſelf, and by no 


means can lay claim to infallibility, I therefore 


let trifling differences ſubſide in the ſuperior pre- 


valence of general approbation. 


My views, ſentiments, and judgment, I find 
are very unlike thoſe of Mr. H. when I em- 
braced them I thought them right ; his Pamphlet 


has not altered them, But as I am not about to 


enter the lift of .controverfy in defence of Mr, 
P.'s book, I ſhall confine my remarks ſolely to 
the ſpirit and manner in which it is attacked by 


Mr. H. 


\ The fore of controverſy i is not the paſſion of a 
Chriſtian : he is a man of peace; and never 
draws the ſword, but to defend the purity of his 
faith, or to preſerve the rights of his conſcience, 


i There 5 is, however, ſuch a mixture of natural 
feelings and Chriſtiam graces even in the beſt of 


men, that perhaps negligence, ſupineneſs, and 
cowardice, are much leſs to be charged againſt 


them than precipitancy, raſhneſs, and rn. b 


tion. In theſe reſpects there are 


* Flaws in the beſt; the many, flaws all o'er:“ 
of 
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of the latter deſcription I account Mr. H. He 
has been always engaged in hoſtilities : conten- 
tion ſeems his element, and war his delight. 
Like Hannibal, he ſeems to have vowedaperpetual 
conflict with all who ſhall preſume to differ from 
him: like Iſhmael he has made no diſtinction of 
ſects and parties; but in his wrath has turned his 
hand againſt every man: and not rather like 
Abraham, Moſes, and David, confined the fierce- 
neſs of his indignation, and the weight of his 
power, to the ſupport of the cauſe of God, and 
to the confuſion of the enemies of religion. 


Thus have his attacks been general, indiſcri- 
minate, and perpetual. When the temple of 
Janus will be ſhut by him it is impoſſible to ſay. 
Perhaps this is an event that will never be brought 
about ; for he ſeems to aim at no leſs than uni- 
verſal empire over the principles and conſeiences 
of mankind; and till this is attained (which 
ſurely never will be), his ambition will remain 
unſatisſied, and his fierce paſhons unextinguiſhed, 


His attack on Mr. P. appears to me to be ra- 
ther political and perſonal, than as having the 
cauſe of God and truth for its object. Envy and 
malevolence are very apparent ; Chriſtian zeal 
and diſcretion are hardly, if at all, diſcernible, 
But I will not deal in general cenſure only; 
I will now ſupport my aſſertions by references to 


particular paſſages. , 
The 
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The title of Mr. II. “'s Pamphlet I preſume is 
intended as a ſpecimen of his wit“ The Barber, 


Ke. I wonder it did not allude to ſome of the 
occupations in which he has been engaged ; ſuch 


as gardening, cobbling, and coal-heaving. Dirty 
work generally produces dirty ideas. Perhaps, 
however, he may have been a barber, and may 
alfo have exercifed the art of bleeding, and draw- 
ing teeth: I am rather inclined to think this, 
from his calling himſelf an operator; from his 
ſhaving with fuch filthy lees ; uſing ſuch a wiry 
edged razor, and fo cutting and tearing the un- 
fortunate ſubject of his performance. But al- 
Towing it to be wit (and it may be coarſe wit), 
furely jt is very improperly prefixed to a book 
which pretends to confute the moſt awful errors, 
and to defend the moſt important truths; truths, 
in compariſon of which, both Mr. H. and Mr, 
P.'s Pamphlets are even leſs than nothing. 


The firſt pages contain much general abuſe of 
the Chriſtian's Magazine, of which Mr. P. is the 
Editor; and the ſacred words of Scripture are 
uſed by Mr. H. with much indecent levity, much 
perverfeneſs, and much irreverence. In page 5, 
he fays : «+ Wiſe men are at a loſs whether to 
* call the productions of Mr. P. the effects of 
« infanity or intoxication ; for my part I believe 
« they are a compoſition of both.“ In p. 6, by 
firong implication he makes Mr. P. to be a hy- 
pocrite, an impoſtor, or an apoſtate, In p. q, 


flatly 
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flatly contradicts Mr. P.'s affertion reſpeQirig his 
ſucceſs in the miniſtry ; inſinuating that he is 4 
BLIND GUIDE, and therefore can make only ſuch 
converts as himſelf, and none truly to God. In 
. 12, ſays, That Mr. P. can give no proof 

« that any real change of heart has paſſed on 
„ him; that he knows nothing what the change 
„ is, what are its operations, its ſenſations, 
«« effects, and ends.” In p. 14, ** That Mr. P. 
„ has not light enough to diſcern any one truth, 
« doctrine, or myſtery in the Bible.” In p. 16, 
© That a man may be ten times more illuminated 
« than Mr. P. and yet be as ignorant and deſti- 
& tute of a faving change as Simon Magus.” In 
p. 20, That all Mr, P. has brought from his 
" text, is a ray of light to the underſtanding, not 
% in the heart; which they in hell have expe- 
& rienced with more deep and lafting impreſſions 
& than ever Mr. P. did.” In p. 28, he refers to 
the way-ſide hearers, and to Demas, as having 
forſaken the truth; and ſays he thinks Mr. P. 
will do the ſame. In p. 56, That Mr. P.'s 
Glaſs is adeviliſh one; and pregnant with de- 
% ception and confuſion.” In p. 61, he gives a 
quotation, and ſays, That the devil and Ti- 


e mothy may be ſeen in it; and that his 50th 


« page is a damnable bog.” In p. 71, aſſerts 
„that Mr. P. knows nothing of a ſoul change; 
<« and that his conſcience knows it.“ In p. 74, 
ſays, © That Mr. P.'s book appears to be the 
« devil's own manufactory.“ In p. 89, aſſerts, 
That to forſake the miniſtry, doctrine, rule, 

« and 
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© and government of T. P. would appear to him 
to be a mark of real grace; for the companion 9 

«* fools. ſhall be deftroyed.” In p. go, That the 
„ devil never worked more to imitate God's 
© work, and deceive the fimple, than in dictating 
« Mr. P.'s book: but that his cloven foot 
«« appears in every page; and he can be no more 


„ hid under the gown and wig of Mr. P. than 


« under the petticoat of the witch of Endor: 
« that although T. P.'s name ſtands affixed to 
« it, any diſcerning Chriſtian may fee that the 
4% devil, and none but the devil, was the ſole 


« author of it.” In p. 96, aſſerts, That fame 


« and money have produced all the ſurpriſing 
things that Mr. P. has preached and publiſhed:“ 
adding; I am not alone in my judgment 
6 Timathy. s own. conſcience. is of the ſame- 


& opinion,” 


Thus have I waded through the filth, and 
haftened through the thorny: path of Mr. H. 's 
performance. I hope none of its defilements will 


ſtick to my paper, and none of its aſperities 


rankle in my boſom. But Mr. H. or his friends 
may reply, Is there not a:cauſe?”” I anſwer, 


the plain truth is this, Mr. P. is paſtor of a 


large and increafing church; his abilities are re- 


ſpectable; his moral character trreproachable ; 


he poſſeſſes the affections of his people; and ſhares 
the eſteem of his brethren in the miniftry ; he is 
the editor of the Chriſtian's Magazine, and 


author of the Saint's Looking Glafs, &c. per- 
formances 


* 


of has oh. 
formances which, if they do not entitle him to 


very high rank as an author, do him credit both 
2s a Chriſtian and as a miniſter. While walking 


in this lawful and . path, he is met by 
a perſon, 


6« Fierce as ten furies, terrible as hell; 


who with the rudeneſs of a ſavage, and the 

malevolence of a wicked ſpirit, not only endea- 

vours to tear away the honours of his head, but 

fiercely ſtrikes at the ſincerity of his conſcience, 
and the life of his heart. 


This perſon is Mr. nn a profeſſed 
Chriſtian, a popular miniſter, and a prolific writer: 
circumſtances which, being nearly ſimilar to thoſe 
in which Mr. P. ſtands, ought to have influenced 
him to deceney, and awed him to reverence. 
His conduct, however, has been quite the reverſe. 
Actuated by a ſpirit of envy, hatred, and malice, 
which neither the charities of humanity could 
ſoften, or the authority of religion ſubdue, he 
has attempted nothing leſs than the immolation 
of Mr. P.'s character and conſcience on the altar 
of his inſatiable revenge. 


Perhaps it will be ſaid, . Mr. H. ſuppoſed Mr. 
P. to hold and teach erroneous and dangerous 
* doctrines; and therefore it became him to exert 
„ warm zeal and earneſt contention in the con- 
futation of error, and in the ſupport of truth. 
This, I believe, is the only apology that can be 
made — Mr. H. with any ſhadow of reaſon and 
; B decency. 
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decency. But like an honeſt witneſs, who is 
ſummoned toigive evidence in a bad cauſe, when 
examined, it rather criminates than excuſes; and 
while it well ſupports its own validity and credit, 
expoſes to juſt contempt the baſe motives of its 
employers. I know that the moſt powerful 
energies of man ouglit to be exerted in ſupport of 
the cauſe of God and truth: I allow that Mr. 

H. has a right to think for himſelf, to defend his 
own ſentiments, and to examine the ſentiments 
of others: but I affirm, that this right is not ex- 
cluſive to him, but common to all; to the 
meaneſt Chriſtian, as to the proudeſt miniſter. 
Laffirm, that neither his abilities, be they ever 
ſo great, nor his popularity, be it ever ſo exten - 
Nye, give him the leaſt reaſonable or ſcriptural 
right to uſe the ſeverity of his cenſures, the im- 
poſition of his ſentiments, or the deciſion of his 
3 judgment. Every Chriſtian, real or profeſſed, 

muſt ſtand or fall by the Scriptures. The Bible, 

and the Bible only, is the religion of Proteſtants. 

The powers of perception and underſtanding 
which Mr. H. exerciſes in ſtudy ing the Scriptures, 
are of the ſame nature as thoſe which his bre- 
thren poſſeſs: and as to ſupernatural and divine 
aſſiſtance, we have reaſon to thank God that this 
important gift is not partial, but extenſtve; that 
it is promiſed to all believers, and in a meaſure 
is imparted to all; and that no man or miniſter 
can, without preſumption, pretend to a greater 
«degree of it than his · brethren; nor can, without 
blaſphemy, boaſt of its exeluſive · poſſeſſion. The 
proud en of the humble fiſherman at 


Rome 
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Rome may claim infallibility, and uſurp autho- 
rity over principles and confcietices ; the man in 
England, who with the ſame affectation of hu- 


mility, and with the ſame real pride, calls him 


ſelf a CoAL-HEAVER, may deſire to do the 
ſame ; but theſe claims are alike anti-chriſtian, 
and ought equally to be reſiſted and overthrown. 

I beg his Holineſs" pardon for introducing him 
into fuch low company; but in excuſe I can ſay, 
that the man'has a ſpirit above his circumſtances, 
an ambition above his fituation, and both are of 
a kind that his Holineſs muſt approve of in their 
nature, though he may be aſhamed of the ſub- 
ject who 1 them. 


If the betone mentioned propofitions are true, 
and Mr. H. 's conduct and character are brought 
to them, as to a proper ſtandard of trial, I think 
it will appear to every mind, that he has greatly 
exceeded his lawful and reaſonable rights and 
liberties; that he has much encroached on thoſe 
of his brethren; that his pretenſions to ſuperior 
knowledge are vain; his claims of authority 
arrogant; and the exerciſe of his power in- 
tolerable. | 


Theſe are the particular points of view in 
phich I chooſe to exhibit Mr, H. as a- contto-" 
vertialiſt. I will now obſerve further, that in the 
prefent (and indeed in almoſt every) inſtance, - the . 
ſubjects which he has choſen for. diſputation are 
comparatively of ſmall. importance, either as to 
faith or experience. His -remarks on Mr. Pe's 
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book are not weighty, but trifling ; they are not 


neceſſary, but impertinent; they are not ſolid, 
but quibbling; they do not elucidate, but per- 
plex; and inſtead of pleaſing by their candour, 
are diſguſting from their male volence. 


But the worſt charge againſt this Rev. Gentle- 
man is yet to be made. The motives that in- 
duced him to write, and the ſpirit which dictated 
the book, are of the moſt unworthy and vileſt 
kind. They diſgrace him as a man : they ſhame 
him as a miniſter, I pretend not to know his 
heart, or judge his conſcience ; yet he has ated 
thus by Mr. P. and in concerns which are pecu- 
lar to the diſcernment and deciſion of God, 
and which are of the higheſt importance to Mr, 
P.'s preſent and future, happineſs : and he has 
done this from ſuch premiſes, as prove nothing 
but his own ignorance, raſhneſs, and impicty, 


I think I cannot be miſtaken in aſſerting, that 
when one miniſter roundly charges another with 
holding damnable errors; and calls him (either 
directly, or by ſure implication) a hypocrite, an 
impoſtor, an apoſtate, and a BLIND GU1DE, and 
brings not the leaſt ſolid proof to ſupport ſuch a 
charge; that man muſt be ſhamefully ignorant, 


or wilfully malevolent : that when he deſcribes: 


him as aſſociating with the devil to obſtruct the 
work of God, and to delude and damn immortal 
fouls; when he holds him up to the ſcorn and 
contempt of the world, and incites his church 
particularly, to deſpiſe and deſert him ; when he 


* 


thus 
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thus judges of his conſcience here, and condemns 
him to perdition hereafter, without the ſmalleſt 


real and probable proof ; to the malevolence of a 
falſe. accuſer this man muſt add the frenzy of 
infernal madneſs. 


Where can a warrant be produced for ſuch 


conduct? From whence can an example be pro- 


duced for juſt imitation ? I naturally turn my 


reflections to the character and conduct of our 


Divine Lord and MaAsTER while he was 
tabernacling on this earth. In Hi, omniſcience 
and omnipgtence were united ; yet, did HE uſe 


the one perfection to confound, and the other to 


deſtroy? No; blefſed be His name. HE knew 
the human heart ; HE flaſhed conviction on the 
ſinful conſcience ; HE denounced wrath on the 
impenitent ſoul ; but all this with bowels of com- 
paſſion, and offers of mercy. HE did not break 
the bruiſed reed, or quench the ſmoaking flax. 
His regards to his diſciples were ſtill more tender 
and apparent. He patiently ſubmitted to their 
frequent murmurings, bore with all their imper- 
tinencies, and ſoothed all their ſorrows; and 
recommended his example to them in theſe 
forcible yet endearing terms: By this ſhall all 
„ men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye love 
$ one another.“ 


Hrs Apoſtles, with all their ſupernatural gifts, 
and in the exerciſe of their high authority, fol- 


lowed the ſteps of their Divine MAsTER : and 


that 


he * 
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that diſciple in particular whom Jesvs loved,” 


as having been more freely indulged, and more 


highly advantaged: than his brethren, ſhines in 
this moſt | excellent grace with a ſuperior luſtre ; 


and preſents the faireſt, though ſtill an imperfe&t 
copy, of the divine original. With theſe true 


ſtandards of Chriſtian character and conduct I 
would adviſe all Mr. H.'s admirers to compare 
him. They ought not. to be ſatisfied with his 
orthodoxy or his piety, unleſs they were judging 
him only as a private Chriſtian ; they ſhould not 
be dazzled by his abilities or his zeal, for theſe 
are fallible teſts. They ought to try him by the 
law, and by the teſtimony ; by his conformity to 
the letter and ſpirit of Scripture; and by his 
reſemblance to, or difference from, thoſe holy and 
inſpired men, who we are ſure were. taught by, 
the Spirit, and led by the Spirit. 


I think every one of them, who is conſiderate 


and pious, will agree with me in the neceflity of 
comparing, and in the propriety of the rules of 


compariſon; though perhaps they may differ 
from me in the reſult. If they ſee in Mr. H. 


enlightened zeal, and benevolent affections, I 
muſt confeſs that their penetration is far more 
acute than I can pretend to. If they think that 
his conduct has been peaceable, gentle, and pru- 
dent; and that his character is marked with ge- 
nuine humility, and real ſelf-abaſement, they 
have other ideas of the terms, or other views of 


their conſequences than I have. In a word, if 


they aſſert that the mold of the r will pro- 
duce 
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duce ſuch an image as Mr. H. and that the {ſpirit 
of the goſpel will work ſuch effects as have fol- 
lowed his preaching and writings, I own that 1 
am -unacquainted with the divine impreſſion, 
and have quite miſconceived their gracious in- 
fluence and effects. To me, his diſpoſition ſeems 
naturally and habitually irritable ; his temper, 
moroſe and untractable; his paſſions, impetuous 
and vindictive; and his judgment imperious and 
dogmatical. That he has divided the unity of 
the Chriſtian faith, I verily believe: that he has 
broken the bond of Chriſtian peace, I am very 
certain : that confidence in himſelf, and defiance 
of all others, characteriſes his preaching, his 
brethren in general acknowledge; and that diſ- 
cord and confuſion have followed his miniſtra- 
tions, the preſent unhappy ſtate of -many once 
flouriſhing churches ſufficiently evinces. To 
deny that his natural abilities are great, and the 
powers of his mind ſtrong and active, would be 
to ſubſtitute the inſinuations of prejudiee for the 
deciſion of truth. I allow that he paſſeſſes theſe 
abilities, -and theſe powers; but they are wild, 
uncultivated, and ungovernable ; they have 
neither the needful culture of education, or the 
decent poliſh of good manners. His own writings 
preſent ſome ideas to my memory, Wwhich-will 
perhaps heſt explain and illuſtrate my opinion of 
his character. 


Wen he lived in the country, and preached 
do a ſmall congregation, it appears that his am- 
bition was above the comparative meanneſs of 

| his 
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his ſituation; and his deſires were very ſtrong 
for a larger ſphere of action, and a greater de- 
gree of popularity. Theſe thoughts not only 
occupied his waking, but alſo his ſleeping hours; 
and what he could not deviſe in his meditations, 
was revealed to him in a dream. In this nightly 
viſitation he was addreſſed as a prophet, in this 
language: * Son of man, go and propheſy 
„ among the thick boughs.'* Theſe expreſſions 
the ingenuity of his interpretation applied to his 
circumſtances and his withes. The thick boughs 
were certainly the multitudes in this great city ; 


and his call to preach to them was equally poſitive 


and clear. He was not therefore diſobedient to 


the viſion : he left the uncultivated and ſolitary 
"COUNTRY COMMON, and took ſhelter among 


the LOFTY TREES and CULTIVATED GARDENS 


of London. 


It muſt, I think, be allowed, that among the 
miniſters who adorn this highly favoured city, 
there are ſome MAJESTIC OAKs, and FRAGRANT 


CEDARS ; and others, who richly partake of the 


fatneſs of the olive, and the exhilerating fruits, 
-fulneſs of 'the vine. There were, however, a 


people who were not happy under theſe in- 
fluences, and therefore ſaid unto this Bx aMBLE, 


% Come, thou, and reign over us!” Mr. H. 


accepted the offers of ſovereignty; and I cannot 
better expreſs the terms of his acceptance, and 
the diſpoſitions he has ſhewed towards all thoſe 
-who have refuſed to acknowledge him for their 


king, than in the emphatic words which cloſe the 
wiſe 
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wiſe and inſtructive fable to which TI have re- 
ferred: And the Bramble faid unto the Trees, 
« Tf in truth ye anoint me king over you, then 
% come, and put your truſt in my ſhadow : and 
« if not, let fire come out of the Bramble, and 
„ devour the Cedars of Lebanon,” * 
ix. 15. 


} 


Aber years have elapſed ſince he began his 
reign; but there appears no change in his temper 
'or his " a The BRAMBLE is a BRAMBLE 
ſtill, Its wild and untractable nature refiſts 
evi attempt to engraft into it any ſcion that 
might make it ſend forth fragrance, or produce 
fruit. What wonder is it then, that every ex- 
pectation of peaceable and gentle virtues has been 
diſappointed. It is not reaſonable, it is not ſerip- 
tural, to expect grapes from thorns, or figs 
from thiſtles.” This, however, is only his 
negative character. Poſitive evil and real miſ- 
chief have enſued : for this Bramble has perplexed 


and choaked up many a clear path ; has torn and 


wounded many an honeſt traveller ; and has ſent 


forth a fire that has made a moſt deſperate crack- 
ling, even among the cedars of our Lebanon. Tt 


has blazed high, extended widely, and been fed 
with plenty of fuel. Many have been almoſt 


ſmothered in the ſmoak, though I don't know 


of any that have periſhed in the flame. At firſt, 


-people were alarmed, and feared. a general con- 


flagration; and many engines were drawn out to 


-play upon and quench it. But of late the ap- 
prehenſion of imminent danger is vaniſhed ; and 
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we hehold this fire, though almoſt always burn 
ing, with the ſame indifference as that which 
ifſues from the chimney of a= foundery ; con- 
cluding them both to be occaſioned either by their 
nature, or by the buſineſs that is carried on in 
them. 


T have thus given an outline of Mr. H. 's cha- 
racter, and a flight view of his conduct. I have 
not thrown many ſhades into the one, and by 
no means exaggerated the other: for Iiſh the 
Portrait to be known as a real likeneſs, and not 
looked at as a frightful garicature. I have freely 
given my opinion of Ri; and it has been 
founded on the juſt and unerring ground of his 
overt actions, and not on any concealed or ſup- 
poſed principles, either excellent or execrable. 
I have before ſaid, that I pretend not to judge his 
heart or his conſcience. His example, in reſpect 
to Mr. P. and others, ſhall not tempt me to be 
guilty of the ſame finful preſumption toward 
Himſelf, I know many who aſſume this autho- 
rity as well as Mr. H. and judge as hardly of 
Him as he does of others: but the aſſumption is 
awfully irreverent, and the deciſion affectingly 
painful. In bath theſe reſpects I differ from 


them, and am happy to believe, and declare my 


perſuaſion, that Mr. H. is really a converted 
man—1s indeed a true Chriſtian : I am, however, 
ready and obliged to confefs that he is a Chri- 
ſtian, „ ſui generis,” if I may be allowed the 


expreſſion ; and this I think has been proved. 


As a Miniſter, he ſeems to ſtand almoſt alone; 


59 } 


and is diſtinguiſhed from his bretliren, not by 
ſuperiority of abilities, but by a ſingular and 
ſtrange mode of exerciſing them: not by ſuperior 
piety or zeal,” but by a ſpirit which riſes above 
the equality of their holy office; which even 
deprecates their r and courts their reſent- 


ment. 


I am ſenſible that it is hard to reconcile theſe 
diſpoſitions and actions with the opinion of him 
that I have given: but I think I can account for 
this and every unhappy deviation from Chriſtian 
rectitude, in a way which, though it may bear 
very hard againſt him, as holding and teaching 
moſt dangerous errors, will yet only prove, that 
having awfully perverted the faith of the goſpel, 
he has therefore been left to the violence of his 
own paſhons, and to the exerciſe of 18. own 
ſpirit, fe 21 


I really believe that his ſentiments concerning 
the moral law lie at the root of his defection 
from the ſpirit and temper of Chriſtianity. I 
think I can trace all that is exceptionable in his 
preaching and writings to this fource; and 
though it may at firſt appear but as a ſmall 
fpring, it is yet capable of the moſt deſtructive 
violence in its courſe; and, like a torrent, has 
actually ſwept away the boundaries of Chriſtian 
liberty, and overſpread the minds of many with 
the polluted waters of licentiouſneſs. ; 


n The 
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The grand deſign of Mr. H.'s labours ſeems to 
. be, the ſetting aſide the moral law, not only 
as 2 COVENANT OF WORKs, but as a RULE- OF 
| LIFE. It is amaſing to obſerve the exertions he 


1 
by! 
i has made to do this; and painful to perceive his 
it perverſions of Scripture, and the dangerous ten- 
Wh). dency of his ſentiments. I had ſome thoughts of 
. preſenting you with a complete view of his 
iN ſcheme ; but in doing this, I ſhould perhaps have 

th exceeded the preſcribed bounds of this Letter. I 

muſt, however, obſerve, that he utterly diſcards * 


the moral law as the rule of a Chriſtian's life ; 
afſerts that it is an intolerable yoke : and that, as 
to inſtruction or direction, a believer has nothing 
to do with it. Thus, on the ſcore of moral 
precept and obligation, all the fences of reſtric- 
tion, and the penalties of diſobedience, are com- 
pletely taken away: For where no law is, 
«© there can be no tranſgreſhon.” Mr. H. has 
not the preſumption to blot the moral law out of 
the book of God, though he will not preach it 
in its plain, obvious, and literal meaning ; and, 
therefore, by way of accommodation, he has in- 
vented a method of ſpiritualizing, or goſpelizing 
| the law; ſetting it (he ſays) © in a beautiful 
Ul; light before the Chriſtian.” The following is an 
2 example: The law faith : © Honour thy father 
« and mother, that thy days may be long in the 
1 land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” 
1 h Now, fays Mr. Huntington, „If I can prove 
"| „ to a real Chriſtian that God is his Father, 
Ty and the Church his Mother, in a goſpel ſenſe, 
| 
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« I may likewiſe warrantably prove, by virtue 
of a covenant of promiſe, that God is his life, 
„and the length of his days; and that he will 
to all eternity be enjoyed by him in that land 
« which is afar off, which the Lord giveth us.“ 
This, he ſays, is“ goſpelizing the law, and do- 
ing the work of an Evangeliſt; not binding 
„ grievous burdens on men's ſhoulders, but 
« teaching them to caſt their burdens on the 
«© Lord.” 


Being thus looſed from the law, in every legal 
ſenſe, Mr. H. profeſſes to be governed and ruled 
by the © law of the Spirit of life, or the diſpenſa- 
„tion of the Spirit; that he is taught by the 
« Spirit of love, and inſtructed by his reins in 
% the night ſeaſon.” As I do not mean to enter 
into any controverſy on this ſubject, I ſhall not 
attempt to refute this ſcheme of doQtrine : per- 
haps, when compared with the Scriptures, it 


- ſufficiently refutes itſelf : to me I am ſure it ap- 


pears very weak, and even nonfenſical; but at 
the ſame time awfully deceptive, and imminently 
dangerous, 


Ih conceive that Mr. H.'s character and con- 
duct, as being formed on theſe new principles, 
are good teſts to try their utility and influence : 
if they have produced more uniform Chriſtan 
obedience, and a greater degree of goſpel holineſs, 
they come to us with ſome recommendation : but 
if they have failed in theſe reſpects, and have 


intro- 


{ 22 ] 


introduced lofty profeſſion, vain preſumption, 
and arrogant pride, let them be rejected. . 


Such, Sir, are Mr. H.“'s principles: they have 
not been confined to a corner, but moſt induſtri - 
ouſly difſeminated all through this land. They 
have enſnared many; they have bewildered more; 
they have aſtoniſhed all; and have caufed great 
grief to thoſe who hold the faith, and love the 
holineſs of the goſpel. To the latter deſeription 
of perſons it is a great comfort to reflect, that 
this hereſy is of ſuch a nature as to carry its own 
confutation and antidote with it, both as to its 
doctrines and profeſſors. A view of the vile 
tendency of the former, and of the bad ſpirit of 
the latter, ſhall cloſe this letter, 


In page 63 of The Law eſtabliſhed by the 
Faith of Chriſt, Mr. H. ſpeaks very plainly his 
real ſentiments. He ſays, That miniſter who 
* is always fetting the law of Moſes as a rule 
„of life before all ranks of Chriſtians, young 
and old, goes the ready way to bring them 
„hom God has juſtified a ſecond time to 
% judgment; by ſetting the terrors of the judge 


% before the child, inſtead of the bowels of the 


« Father. I have often obſerved, when I have 
been hearing a ſermon, and the power of God 
6 has attended the pure truth that has been de- 
4% liyered, fo that the dew of heaven ſeemed to 
% drop on every branch, when the concluſion 
„ drew near, a word of cantion to the juſt, and a 
„ word of warning to the wicked, has been ſuf- 
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t ficient to dry up all the dew that fell on the 
++, floor, and to wither all the budding hopes 
« that moved in the weakling's heart: we can= 
„ not call this keeping the beſt wine till the laſt; 
« This is more like the profuſe cow, that gives 
« a pailful of milk, and then kicks it over the 
% milkmaid.“ 


I ſhall wake no comments on this quotations 
but proceed to the ſpecimen of Mr. H. 's candory 
fair reaſoning, and Chriſtian ſpirit, as they re- 
reſpe& Mr. Prieſtley and his late publication. In 
page 84 of the Barber, Mr. H. gives this quota- 
tion from the Chriſtian's Looking Glaſs, &. 
and makes the following remarks on it : 
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Quot. What is that life we ſhall live with 
« him (Chriſt), who is the Lord of life, in the 
„upper world.“ Page 92. 


Anſwer. Chriſt is here called the Lord of 
Ife, but then it is in the »pper world. Why 
this curtailmg ? Why this keeping things back 
that are ſo profitable? Why this walking in 
© craftineſs, and handling the word of God de- 
« ceitfully ? Why this cunning, this damnable 
« deception, Timothy? Why haft thou kept 
„ back part of the price of the potter's field? 
The Seriptures declare that it was the Prince 
of life, and Lord of glory, that was put to 
% death for us]! Why is the word g/ory left out? 
„ And why is he, under this title, the Lord of 


«+ life, confined to the upper world ? The Holy 
«« Ghoſt | 
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t (hoſt ſays : © The God of the whole earth 


« ſhall he be called, as well as the Lord of 


4 hoſts, and King of glory in heaven.” I 
« am reproached (he adds) as being inffuenced 
« by a bad ſpirit; let it be ſo: and am called an 
*« Antinomian : I have no objection to that 
« but I would not be found, in the great day, 
* to be the Author of, and to have my name 
« ſtand affixed to, ſuch a damnable piece of craf- 
« tineſs, les, and deception, as this Looking 
« Glaſs, for a million worlds.” 


Such, my friend, is the man who profeſſes to 
have his heart ſo highly purified by faith, as to 
riſe above the principles, and contemn the pre- 
cepts of, the moral law; who pretends to a ſpirit 
of Chriſtian love, given to him by the diſpenſa- 
tion of the Spirit of God, and who is inſtructed 
in moral obligations, not by the letter of the 
law, but by his „ reins in the night ſeaſon.” 
As for the two former pretenſions, though 1 
cannot credit him, I will not judge him: I leave 
his conſcience to the deciſion of the Judge of 
*« all the earth; and his character to be deter- 
mined by his words and actions. As to the lat - 
ter particular, I pertectly agree with him. Ido 
believe that his reins inſtruct him in the night 
ſeaſon. The darkneſs of the night is very fa- 
vourable to the gloomy purpoſes of his mind: it 
is then that Envy envenoms her ſting, and 
Revenge ſharpens his dagger; then Imagination 
anticipates the total defeat of his oppoſers, and 


raiſes him to the ſummit of his ambition, the ſu- - 
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preme dominion over the principles and con- 
ſciences of his brethren. What is thus meditated 


in the night, is executed in the morning, but 
not with the fancied, the wiſhed for ſucceſs : for 
Reaſon aſſerts her rights, and Religion defends 
her principles and her privileges ; his anticipated 
victory, dominion, and glory, vaniſh— 


« Like the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion, 
Nor leave a wreck behind: 


while Truth, ſhining moſt refulgently in the 
ſacred Scriptures, clearly manifeſts the hidden 
« works of darkneſs ;” and that nightly com- 
muning with his heart on his bed, which was 
boaſted of as the meditation of truth,” is now 
found to have been “ a deviſing of miſchief,” 


I remain, 


Dear Sin, &c; 
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LETTER © 


DEAR SIA, 


* OUR general approbation of my former 
Letter gives me pleaſure. I could not ex- 
pect a perfect agreement, in every particular, on 
ſuch a diſputable ſubject as I was giving my opi- 
nion on. You believe that my remarks on Mr. 
Huntington's character and conduct are juſt in 
general; but ſeem to think that Jam not con- 
eluſive enough in my deciſions; and do not ſa- 
tisfactorily account for his extreme deviation 
from the faith and ſpirit of the goſpel. 


I have before ſaid, that I did not wiſh to judge 
Lim: and I now ſay, that it is much the beſt 
way to refer him to his own Maſter, either to 
ſtand or fall by his moſt wiſe and impartial de- 
termination. As to the other particular, I am 
afraid that you muſt {till remain unſatisfied, un- 
[-is you can unite with me in this opinion, that 
all Mr. H.'s exentricities, extravagancies, and 
abfurdities, which have pleaſed many, diſguſted 
more, and furpriſcd all, have proceeded from a 
11torder in his mind, which may juſtly be called 
W RBLLIGIQUS FRENZY, 


W . 
D 2 I think 
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I think I ſee you ſtart at this ſuppoſition; and 
perhaps you will not immediately adopt it. But 
J have not taken it up lightly ; it has occupied 
my mind for ſome time paſt ; aud having well 
conſidered it, I am more and more inclined to 
embrace it. What I have thus reflected on 1 
ſubmit to you, and ſhall be happy to have it 
confirmed by your judgment, or confuted by 
your ſuperior penetration and ability. 


I will then, for the preſent, preſume that Mr. 
Huntington has long been afflicted with a 
RELIGIOUS FRENZY : will firſt point out the 
cauſes that brought it on him; and then ſhew 
the effects that have followed from it: and from 
this latter diſcuſhon you may perhaps be able to 
judge whether my opinion of him is erroneous or 


true. 


The firſt cauſe I ſhall give for this diſorder, is 
Mr. H.'s ſudden and remarkable elevation trom 
obſcurity and littleneſs in the country, te ſucli 
a conſiderable degree of popularity and greatneſs 
as he now enjoys. Both theſe deſcriptions of his 
circumſtances we know are true; the former 
from his own books, and the latter from our own 


obſeryation. 


Now it is well known, that there are few heads 
ſtrong enough to bear ſuch a change, and few 
minds rational enough to enjoy with propriety 
fuch a happy reverſe of fortune. 'Thele ex- 


tremes, ſuddenly experienced, have a moral 
effect 
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eſtect, ſimilar to the phyſical effect which is pro- 
duced by the quick tranſition from intenſe cold 
to feryent heat : the body, in this caſe, is feveriſh 
and debilitated; in the other, the mind is thrown 
into a violent fermentation, and the imagination 
very much heated and inflamed. The conſe- 
quence, in both caſes, is often fatal ; death fol- 
lows in the one, and frenzy or inſanity in the 
other. Inſtances of the latter we frequently ſee, 
in perſons who have been ſuddenly taken from 
the dunghill to the poſſeſſion of bequeathed and 
large eſtates; and ih thoſe who, from being in 
ſuch a ſtate as hardly to allow the purchaſing a 
ſmall ſhare of a lottery ticket, are ſuddenly put 
in poſſeſſion of a twenty thouſand pound prize. 


The ſecond cauſe I ſhall aſſign comes nearer to 
the point. It is well known that Mr. H. is very 
tenacious of his own ſentiments, confines ortho- 
doxy entirely to himſelf; and even ſuppoſes and 
aſſerts that all who differ from him, fuch as 
Arians, Socinians, Arminians, &c. are poſſeſſed 
by the devil. If this ſentiment is true, though 
their opinions may be ever ſo dreadfully heretical, 
yet it muſt be allowed, that at this time of day 
it muſt be very dangerous to attack themeloſely, 
and eſpecially to endeavour to exorciſe them, 
For my part, I acknowledge that theſe, ſatannic 
ſpirits are much too hard for me to manage ; and 
therefore I refer theſe unhappy Demoniacs to a 
higher and fuprenie power. But Mr, H. is not 
ſo diffident: his charges againſt them have been 


very fierce, and his language very provoking : 
I am 
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Fam alfo inclined to think' that he has ſome - 


times attempted to diſpoſſeſs them; and having 
no power to accompliſn ſuch a mighty work, 
the conſequences have been as fatal as on a 
ſimilar occaſion formerly. See Acts xix. 15th 
and 26th verſes “. Theſe evil ſpirits have ab- 
jured his dominion, and refiſted his influence: 
they have left the ſubject of their poſſeſſion, 
leaped on Mr. H. and overcome him. I do not 
ſay they have entered into him; but perhaps this 
ſerious and unexpected conflict may have rather 
deranged his intellects. 


The third cauſe I ſhall give is this, that per- 
haps his religious food has been of too high a a2 
kind; and his appetite being alſo naturally in- 
temperate, may have helped to produce his pre- 
ſent diſorder. That this event frequently hap- 
pens phyfically, is well known: that it may oc- 
eur morally and religiouſly, is very probable. 
Mr. H.'s doctrines are of the ſublimeſt kind, and 
his fondneſs for them almoſt approaches to glut- 
tony. Faith, hope, and love, which may be 
called the fincere milk of the word,” which 
are common to all Chriſtians, and are very 
wholeſome, nouriſhing, and digeſtible, he ſeems 
to loath; and lives principally on election, pre- 
deftination, reprobation, &c. &c. Theſe /frong 


*, And the evil fpirit anſwered and ſaid, Jeſus T 
know, and Paul I know ; but who are ye? And the 
man in whom the evil ſpirit was, leapt on them, and 
overcame them, and prevailed againſt them, ſo that 
they fled out of that houſe naked and wounded,” | 


meats, 


© I; 


meats, with a large mixture of natural and firong 
ſeafoning, and frequent potions of à heady 
liquor called fpiritna! preſumption. (inſtead of the 
« wines on the lees well refined”), have per- 
haps induced ſuch a habit of mind as we obſerve » 
ſhewing itſelf in his preaching and writings ; the 
expreſſion of which very nearly agrees with that 
which was uſed. of old by ſome, who ſaid. The 
% temple of the Lord; the temple of the Lord 
« are we. 


: Either of theſe cauſes, or perhaps their united 
influence, may have occafioned Mr. H.'s frenzy. 
I ſhall now proceed to the proofs. 


The firſt I ſhall bring is, his changing his name. 
I do not mean to throw any obloquy on Mr. H. 
on this account, by referring at all to the ori- 
ginal occaſion of it. I have reſpect to his ſubſe- 
quent avowal of the reaſonableneſs of this mea- 
ſure, and his ſeriouſly defending it from the holy 
Scriptures. Now if you know any thing of 
inſane perſons, and have much converſed with 
them, you muſt have obſerved their ſtrange pro- 
penſity to give themſelves other names, diffe- 
rent from their own; ſome very lofty and ho- 
nourable, and others very whimſical and abſurd. 
Mr. H. has adopted a name, or an addition, of 
the latter deſcription. To the word Hunt, 
which is his family name, he has added ing-ten; 
for theſe very whimſical reaſons : that ing ends 
ſeveral words of a bad meaning, ſuch as lying, 
Iwearing, fornicating, &c. and that ten is twenty 

hundred 


t 32 ] 
kundred weight, or a large and capacious veſſel. 
I defy even the keeper of St. Luke's Hoſpital to 


produce any thing from his patients more inge- 
nious, or more appoſite. 


The next proof I ſhall give is, his fondneſs 
for various high and honourable appendages to 
his name and office; ſuch as, W. Huntington, 
„% 8. 8. Miniſter of the goſpel at Providence 
„ Chapel, Monkwell-ſtreet Meeting, at Horſley 
« Down, and at Richmond in Surrey.” This 
paſſion is very commen to perſons deranged in 
their intellects. You will frequently ſee a poor 
wretch in a ſolitary cell, his legs and arms faſtened 
with bolts and chains, and with nothing but 
a tattered blanket to cover his emaciated body: 
you will ſee this man write himſelf down “ a 
« Doctor of Laws, a Maſter of Arts, a Profeſſor 
> of Aſtronomy,” &c. &c. Perhaps with a 
5 5 cap on his head, and a ſceptre of ſtraw in 

is hand, he will fancy himſelf a monarch of 
many names, and auguſt titles; and reigning 
over kingdoms vaſt and unbounded as thoſe of 
the king of Spain, whoſe doaſting it is, that the 
ſun never ſets on one part of his dominions but 
it riſes on the other. Mr. H. is rather ſingular 
in reſpec to his title, becauſe he has not been 
content with an imitation, but has produced 
ſomething new. His ambition alſo is different: 
it is of a religious kind. He has a ſovereign con- 
tempt for earthly dignities ; ; and only profefles to 
be a greater man than the Prophet Iſaiab, and to 
de wits enough to contradict St. Paul: and if his 
friends 
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friends open ever ſo many places in London and 
its vicinity for his occaſional preaching, he is 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at them all. Perhaps this 
may be thus accounted for: His name is Mil- 
liam ; and for this treaſon he thinks himſelf . ſet 
« for the defence of the goſpel.” Having taken 
the metropolis under his paſtoral care, he has 
thought it neceſſary to eſtabliſh ſome poſts of 
obſervation, annoyance, and defence, at diffe- 
rent parts of it. To keep the court and the no- 
bility in order, the ſeat of his government is in 
Titchfield- ſtreet: to govern the factious citizens, 
he has a fort in Monkwell - ſtreet: to ſecure the 
paſſage of the River, he has lately opened a bat- 
tery at Horſley Down: and to ſcour the coun- 
try, he has a foraging party at Richmond, I 
give theſe reaſons, however, as conjectural ; but 
the fact is certain. 


My next proof is, his confidently aſſerting 
that no perſon is ſound and ſenſible who does not 
think exactly as he does. This is a remarkable 
and certain proof of moral inſanity. A poor 
maniac, wholly deprived of rationality, if he is. 
introduced into the preſence and converſation of 


the wiſeſt men in the world, will yet obſtinately 


aſſert his own ſanity, and judge the others to be 
mere fools and drivellers. Somewhat of this ſpi- 
rit I have been ſorry to obſerve in Mr. H. Men 


of ancient times, who have inſtrumentally in- 


ſtructed and illuminated the world by their own 


writings, and by their commentaries on the 


Scripture, have been in general diſcarded and 
E condemned 
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condemned by Mr. H. And though there has 
been meridian light, he has pretended to ſce not 
a glimpſe of it. He has therefore ſwept all theſe 
ſuns aſide; and what do you think he has ſubſti- 
tuted in their place? Why, a ſmall farthing 
candle of his own lighting, which only ſerves to 
make the darkneſs more viſible. Many of his 
followers, endeayouring to walk in this light, 
have run © againſt each other, and have fadly 
' bruiſed themſelves ; but notwithſtanding this, 
Mr. H. confidently aſſerts that it is broad day- 
light. As to our modern and contemporary di- 
vines, I ſhould hardly dare to name them, if I 
were not out of the reach of Mr. H.'s anger. 
Even now I ſeem to hear the rattling of his chains, 
and think I fee him ſtruggling to get free, to pu- 
niſh me for the preſumption of ſuch a comparative 
mention. He thus ſeems to judge them : Thoſe 
who have got great learning muſt, to. be fure, 
have no grace. Thoſe who have got grace, and 
yet do not affociate with him, he calls them ſome 
Hard names, and deals out ſome ſevere cenſures 
apainſt them. Thoſe who think as he does, and 
believe him to be a very. great and ſuperlative 
Miniſter, they are But I am checked ; not 
being at preſent able to recollect a ſingle inſtance 


Ly this kind. 


My next proof is, that his language is ſome- 
Ames very whimſical, irreverent, and indecent, 


That inſane perſons are ſubject to theſe weak- 


neſſes, is well known; and though ſometimes 
they 


X. 


they may, from their abſurdity, excite à ſmile; 
yet in general they cauſe uneaſy and affecting 


ſenſations. 


You have, I dare ſay, paſſed Bed- 


lam in the ſtillneſs of the evening, and have heard 
ſpecimens of each of the kinds of language which 
I have mentioned. If you go down Pater-Noſter«' 
Row, and look at No. 54, you may fee the ſpi- 
rit of Mr. H. as it appears in his writings, and 
witneſs extravagancies, &c. ſimilar to thoſe I 


have referred to. 
can give many ſpecimens. 
Letter will not allow it. 


It cannot be expected that I 
The limits of this 


The following quo- 


tations I think are ſufficiently whim/ical, In Mr. 
H.'s pamphlet called a Rule and a Riddle, he 
thus notices ſome Miniſters who have preſumed 
to differ from him: As to the ſecret laſhes 
e that theſe Gentlemen have given me, it is 
little grief to me. I know that God the Sa- 
viour revealed this doctrine to my ſoul ; and 
I defy either Hill or dale, Scot or lot, Parſons,” 
or Parſon makers, Groves or avenues, Vill. 
or muſſels, Mills or teſtaments, K:n/men 'or. 
« uncles, Towers or caſtles, Vatts or whims, 
Knights or days, to prove that God's word 
points out either law or rule that Mount Zion 
does not furniſh the believer with.” In an- 
other of his publications he thus writes : “Chri- 
c ſtians are not without their various diverſions; 
but then they are of a ſpiritual nature, and fit 
for ſpiritual gameſters : hence it is ſaid, that 
entangling the minds and affections of ſinners, 


cc 


66 


and alluring them with goſpel promiſes, is 


called hing: ſtruggling with God is called 


E 2 


„ wreſtling : 
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* wreſtling ; keeping cloſe union with God is 
« called running a race, &c. 1 ſhall not ftain 
my paper with paſſages of irreverence and inde- 
cency: I ſhall only refer to them. Of the for- 
mer kind is his reaſoning on his ſhameful con- 
duct with the young woman of Frittenden, as it 
reſpects his acquital at the day of judgment: his 
excuſes for changing his name, drawn from the 
examples of Jacob, Sarah, &c.—his aſſertion of 
his having two natures, and therefore having a 
right to two names: and his being baptiſed with 
the Holy Ghoſt by his new appellation. His in- 
decency is often repeated; and is very offenſive. 
See page 91 of his Bank of Faith; his account of 
his real and reputed parents; of his being the 
offspring of double adultery ; of his father being 
in hell, and of his mother living in open adul- 
tery. I muſt confeſs that I feel myſelf ſhocked 
at ſuch language; and to me it ſeems ſo different 
from that which common ſenſe and common 
decency generally uſe, that if Mr. H. approves 


and defends it, I ſhall think his diforder has ta- 


ken faſter hold of him than I at firſt imagined, 


Tbe next proof I give for his infanity is, that 
he is ſubject to ſevere fits. This is well known 
to be generally the caſe with all perſons who la- 
bour under this affliction ; and they are either 
periodical, or occaſioned by the caſual interfe- 
rence of particular perſons or circumſtances. I 
am not enough acquainted with Mr. H, to know 
whether he is affected by the full or change of 
the moon, or at the ſpring or autumn of the 

year ; 
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year: but it has been obſerved, that when cer= 
tain perſons or ſubjects have been introduced, his 
diſorder increaſes and rages very violently. For 
inſtance, if he hears a perſon ſpeak well of the 
moral law, and profeſs to be happy in his obedi- 
ence to it, and in his love of its purity and ſpi- 
rituality, Mr. H. immediately will be angry, and 
talk very loudly of the intolerable yoke of ſuch 
a rule of life, and of the privilege and pleaſure of 
being /awlcſs. If you mention any thing about 
Arminians, Arians, &c. he takes fire like gun 
powder; and ſuch an exploſion enſues, as ſhakes 
the foundation of the houſe, and threatens to 
bury every one in its ruins. The names of Mr. 
Fohn Weſley, the Pope, and the Devil, throw him 
into the very criſis of madneſs; and it is much to 
be feared, that ſome time or other they will pur 
an end to his life. I have often thought, that 
the regulation which they have adopted- at a 
houſe in Moorhelds, is of the moſt wiſe and be- 
nevolent kind; and if it were extended to Mr. H. 
it might have a; ſingular good effect. A promiſ- 
cuous and continual crowd of perſons, brouglit 
by curioſity and levity to ſee the pitiable objects 
of inſanity, is very prejudicial and cruel. It 
irritates their diſorders; and ſometimes when. 
they are provoked (but frequently without ayy 
provocation), their rage is very violent, and 
threatens deſtruction to all the ſpectators. Now, 
I do not ſuppoſe that either Mr, Weſley, or the 
Pope, are ſuffered to viſit Mr. H. but what is 
almoſt as bad, he is ſupplied with books, in which 
their names and opinions are to be found. As 

to 
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te the other great perſonage, I am ſenſible that 


it is not in the power of his keepers to keep him 
or his influence from Mr. H. But I would ad- 


viſe them not to let any pictures wherein he is re- 


preſented fall into Mr. H.'s hands, eſpecially 
thut which ſtands as a frontiſpiece to one of his 
books, called The Saint's Law-fuit with the 


Devil, &c. 


My next proof is, that Mr. H. is famous for 
making ſtraw work. I would not have you fup- 
poſe that I mean really and literally a working in 
ftraw ; but that ſome performances of his bear a 
remarkable reſemblance to ſuch kind of work. In- 
ſane perſons, you know, are very famous in this 
reſpect, and make various repreſentations of per- 
fons and things with ſtraw. A maniac, who 
calls himfelf Poor-help, and who ufed to live in 
Shoreditch work-houſe, excelled in this buſineſs: 
Mr. H. in one of his publications, informs us 
that he went to fee this man; and I am inclined 
to think that. from Poor-help he borrowed the 


ideas, and has ſince followed and ſpiritualized his 


example. I have ſeen many of Mr. H. 's per- 


ſormances of this kind, but ſhall, for the ſake of | 


brevity, relate only two. 


The firſt is an Arminian Skeleton *; or a com- 


plete Diſſection of the Rev. J. Weſley. It ſtands 


in a corner of his cell; but he is very proud of it, 


and will freely thew it to any perſon for the ſum 


See his book ſo called. 
of 


"TA 

of three ſhillings. It is rather a rough piece of 
work, as you muſt ſuppoſe from the materials 
which compoſe it; and Mr. H: is ſuch a wretched 
ſurgeon, and works in ſuch a violent manner, 
that inſtead of its being perfect in all its parts, 
many of the bones are diſlocated, and ſome of 
them quite broken. The ſcull is moſt terribly 
fractured; and the ribs, that were placed to de- 
fend the heart, are fairly beat in. Upon the 
whole, it is a moſt ſhocking ſpectacle. 


The next piece of work is more curious ſtill, 
and is accounted his maſter-piece. I have before 
hinted at Mr. H.'s ſtrange notion of ſpiritual 
games, This piece preſents his ideas put into 
form and ſubſtance. The foundation or ground- 


work of this ſcheme is in the $th verſe of the 


8th chapter of Iſaiah * : And the ſucking child 
4 ſhall play on the hole of the aſp; and the 
« weaned child ſhall put his hand on the cocka- 
« trice den.” There are ſeveral figures in this 
work: the firſt is one whom he calls God's child - 
the next is an Aſp, repreſented by the Dewi - 
the other is a Cockatrice Den, which appears in 
the ſhape of ſome Arminian Miniſters, who have 
their hearts quite naked, and their tongues hang- 
ing out of their mouths. When theſe figures 
are put in motion by Mr. H. they play the fol- 
lowing game : „ Theſe children whip and ſcourge 
the Arminian with their tongues—2dly, They 
treat them Jjocoſely and ironically—zdly, 


BE. See his book called An Innocent Game for Babes 
in Grace, &c. 
| 6 They 
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% They lay their hands on the aſp, that is, the 


devil, and defy his power—gthly, They en- 
*« deayour to ſtop the hole if they can—gthly, 
They ſet fire to the hole, and run away ſafel y 
« by the light of it &.“ 


% 


You muſt ſuppoſe that this is a very amuſing 
and inſtructing game: Poor-help's figures are 


nothing to them : and I hardly think they ever. 


were ſurpaſſed by all the lunatics that ever lived. 


My laſt proof is, that when Mr. H. gets looſe 
he does much miſchief. This, I am ſorry to ſay, 
is very often- the caſe; the more ſhame to his 
Keepers ; but out of decency | ſhall not mention 
their names. Indeed it has been ſuſpected that 
theſe perſons have employed Mr. H.'s evil 
agency, to take yengeance on their own enemies ; 
and that, when they have taken offence againſt 
any miniſter, they let looſe Mr. H. upon him. 
I cannot be poſitive that this is the caſe ; but I 
have often heard it aſſerted as a truth. How- 
ever, that he ſometimes breaks looſe is very. cer- 
tain ; and that miſchief generally follows as the 
ſure conſequence. The firſt inſtance I ſhall re- 
late is, that ſometime ſince, being looſe, Mr. H. 
ſaw Mr. Pentecroſs, a Miniſter at Wallingford ; 
and he being a clergyman of the church of Eng- 
land, wearing a gown and band, and not think- 
ing exactly as Mr. H. does; Mr. H. attacked him 
with the greateſt fury, ſtripped him of his veſt» 


* This is verbatim from Mr. H.'s book. 
ments, 


14 J 
ments, and endeavoured to mangle and anato» 
miſe him as he has done by Mr. Weſley. | I bes 


lieve Mr. P. eſcaped his vengeance, but was ſo 
frightened, that he has hardly ventured to Lon- 


don ſince. 


The next time he got looſe, he ſet at Mr. 
Cottingham, a difſenting Miniſter. The prin- 
cipal reaſons for this attack -were, that Mr. C. 
had been a Plaiſterer, and that ſuggeſted to Mr. 
H. the idea of intemperate mortar, of which he 
made plentiful uſe. Beſides, Mr. C. ſpoke much 
in favour of the moral law. Theſe were ſuſh- 
cient for Mr. H. to attempt maiming and wound- 
ing him; but I believe he eſcaped very well out 
of his hands *. 


The next inſtance is rather a laughable one. 
A young and promiſing Miniſter of the name of 
Fay came to London ; and after preaching many 
times, obtained much eſteem, and a great-ſhare 
of popularity. Mr. H. heard of this, and envy 
burned ſo fiercely in his breaſt, that he ſtruggled, 
got looſe, and attacked him. But the mode of 
attack was ſingular. He ſtrangely fancied that 
Mr. Jay was a bird of that name; and what is 
more unaccountable, ſuppoſed himſelf to be 2 
Rock Dove, Well, this fierce Dove attacked this 
fancied Fay ; but the latter, being a ſwift flyer, 
took to the wing, and flew to that pure region 


„see Mr. M. 's book called The Plaiſterer Datected. 
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of the air, where the flapping wings of the < Dove 
would not poſſibly * him *. 


The laſt Wen I ſhall mention is, that which 
bis been the occaſion of theſe Letters. 


Some of Mr. H.'s. oficious friends put a Look - 
ing Glaſs into his hands, made by Mr. Prieſtley. 
This was ſufficient to excite his frenzy. He 
thought he ſaw Mr. P.'s likeneſs in it, inſtead of 
his own; and therefore, without any more ado, 
he threw it violently on the greund, and daſhed 
it to pieces. He then threw off his own clothes, 
dreſſed himſelf as a Barber, and with a razor, and 
ſome filthy water in his hands, ſallied out to ſhave 
Mr. Prieſtley. It is thought, however, that he 
aimed at ſomething worſe; and that if Mr. P. 
had not prudently ſheltered himſelf under the co- 


vert of his conſcious and approved integrity, per- 


haps Mr. H. would have killed him. Mr. H. is 
now confined: but if Mr. P. ſhould venture out 
again, it is much to be feared that Mr. H. will 
be let looſe once more to attack him. If he does 
this, it is to be hoped that ſome very coercive 
meaſures will be uſed to prevent further and con- 
tinual miſchief; and at leaſt that he will be put 
into the charge of ather Keepers. 


I ſhall proſecute this ſubje& no furthef, To 
detail the infirmities and follics of human nature 


"4; See Mr. H. “s Poem, The Rock Dove and Jay. 
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is not a pleaſing employment: but from particu- 
lar circumſtances there ſometimes ariſes a neceſ- 
ſity for doing this; and when it does not proceed 
from wantonneſs and wickedneſs, it ſurely may 
be done with propriety, and be attended with 
advantage. In the preſent caſe, I have endea- 
voured to point out the affliction under which 
Mr. Huntington labours; and to know the 
diſorder is accounted a good ſtep towards a cure. 
Inexperience and incapacity, perhaps, make me 
incompetent to preſcribe any remedy to accom- 
pliſh ſo deſirable an event; I muſt therefore be 
ſatisfied with what I have been enabled to adviſe, 
and recommend him to the care of thoſe who 
know the nature of his malady, and whoſe prac- 
tice is in that particular line. I hope I ſhall not 
be accounted impertinent or preſumptuous for 
what I have written on the ſubject. Though by 
no means a regular practitioner, I am not an 
inattentive obſerver; and if I have betrayed 
ignorance, I truſt I have ſhewn good-will. 
1 have no prejudice againſt Mr. H. I am of no 
party. My fituation.and circumſtances place me 
below the level of power; and my ſpirit riſes 
above the bigotry and intolerance of a /efary, I 
have been taught not to rejoice or repine at 
the elevation or depreſſion of any particular 
Miniſter, or any particular ſect: I deſire and 
pray for the general furtherance of the goſpel, 
and the increaſe of the kingdom and govern- 
ment of Chriſt. With ſuch grand ſubjects be- 
{orc me, I cannot ſtoop to the little and con- 
v2 temptible 
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APPENDIxX. 


He G frequently heard the Rev. Mr. 
Huntington with pleaſure and ſatisfaction, 
I was not a little aſtoniſhed to obſerve the ſtrange 
and curious Hand- bills circulating abroad reſpect- 
ing his intended publication of the Barber. | 

Public diſputes and controverſies concerning 
matters of religion, are what I can by no means 
approve of. Every man has an undoubted right 
to think and judge for himſelf. Curioſity, how- 
ever, prompted me to purchaſe the pamphlet, the 
reading whereof encreaſed my aſtoniſhment. | 

Whoever reads the Barber with a ſerious and, 
impartial ſpirit, will perceive that the Author has 
not only erroneouſly, quoted many of the paſſages 
from the Chriſtian's Looking Glaſs, but that he 
has wilfully miſconſtrued, and awfully perverted 
every one of them. 

On mentioning the aforeſaid Pamphlet to my 
Friend, and the remarks I had made in reading 
it, he expreſſed a defire to ſee it himſelf, and pro- 
miſed to give me his ſentiments in writing: for 
this purpoſe I gave him the book ; and he has 
accordingly fulfilled his promiſe. Finding his 
ideas to correſpond ſo nearly with thoſe I had 
formed, I have ſince obtained his permiſſion to 
preſent them. to the public. 

I am aware that I ſhall gain the diſpleaſure of 
ſome, in taking upon me the office of an Editor, 
I am equally perſuaded, that filent contempt is 
in general the beſt anſwer to ſuch infamous and 
abuſive publications as thoſe Mr. H. has pro- 
duced. However, the high eſteem I entertain 

* er een for 
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for the Rev. Mr. Prieftley's a character, 


miniſtry, and writings, will (amongſt thoſe who 


are truly ſerious, and more eſpecially with thoſẽ 
to whom that Gentleman is beſt known) ſuffi- 
ciently appologize for my doing it. As to what 
others may think or fay, it does not the leu 


concern me. 
The Reader may be aſſured that I am not the 


Author of the preceding Letters. I can claim 


no pretenſions to the leaſt qualification for ſuch 


a performance. And however inſignificant my 
name may appear as the Editor, to an impartial 


ſpectator, it can by no means diminiſh the like- 


neſs of the Portrait which the foregoing Letters 


exhibit. (111 


But ſome will perhaps be very ready to miquite;: 
Who then is the Author? I anſwer, He is a 


Chriftian : He is a man of peace. He does not 
through cowardice compral his name ; nor does 
fame or money“ tempt him as an Author to 
avow it. He judges it more becoming his Chri- 
ſtian character, to be of. an humble fpirit with 
the /owly, than to divide the fpoit with the 
e proud.” He could not gain either much ho- 
Nour or advantage in contending with H1M who 
+ ſeeks to ſow diſcord, and deviſes mylchief 
66 continually.” | | 
But as to Mr. H. it is no wonder he is 1 often 
engaged in hoſtilities; though, by the bye, I 
do not conceive bim' to be ALONE concerned in 
thele matters, There are not wanting others to 


prompt him forward, who find their account * 


publ. iſhing his pamphlets. Fame and money“ 


perhaps with them are very deſirable e 
1 A 


1 
— - 
eh ed 


(- 47 J 
would not be, fo uncharitable as to ſuppoſe 
that Mr. H. is not a converted man, or an uſe- 
fal miniſter: I have ſome hopes he is both: but 
J do lament, that the ſpirit which diſcovers it- 
ſelf, both in his preaching and writings, bears 
very little reſemblance to that of a Chriſtian : it 
is neither founded in, recommended by, or a re- 
commendation of, the religion of Jeſus. Neither 
was it exemplified in his favourite Apoſtle St, 
Paul. It is not ſufficient to be a popular preacher 
of the goſpel of Chriſt; to have a clear under- 
ſtanding of the doctrines of grace; or rightly to 
divide the word of truth: theſe are no poſitive 
proofs of a ſdund converſion. St. Paul was con- 
cCerned to have that proved by its fruits and ef- 
fects: If we live in the Spirit, let us alſo walk 
4 in the Spirit,“ 


Tis thy privglege and mine, Reader, to think 


and judge rſelves: we are not bound, in 
this reſpect, to call any man Maſter upon earth : 
no, not even Mr. H. himſelf. We have a more 
ſure word of propheſy, to which we ſhall do well 
to take heed. Jeſus we know, and Paul we 
know : and as for Mr. H. himſelf has informed 
us from whence he is : .his parentage and birth 
are beautifully ſet forth in his writings. With 
reſpect to his name, he has given us its proper 
etymology: and with regard to his ſpirit, ſee 
Matth. xvi. 23. 

Reader] doit thou profeſs to be a Chriſtian ? 
then whatever be the ſpirit, temper, character, 
or conduct of Paul, Apollos, Cephas, or even Mr. 
Huntington, let it be thy concern and mine to 


adorn our profeſkon, by walking worthy of 
our 
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as Author of a late publication, entitled Anti 
5 * Unmaſked, &c. . 


duction, without the aid or aſſiſtance of any 154leicsl al. 


9 * 


Ge our Vocation, otving no bende; ber to Jew 
4 Or Gentile, or the church of God.“ Thus 
ſhall we live comfortably, die happily, a0 at laſt * 
join that happier ſociety above, where diſcord, 
ſtrife, and confuſion can never enter. In the 
mean time, Jet the prayer of the Church of 
England be thine : From all blindneſs of heart, 
* from ptide, vain-glory, and "hypocrify ; from 


„ envy, hatred, malice, and all uncharitable- 
A. nefs, good Lord, deliver us oY for ſuch' is the 


. 


prayer of thy ſincere Friend, 
'T, PARKIN ON, 


- 
« | 5 
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3 POSTSCRY KI | 
INC E the above was committed to the preſo,, 
more Hand- bills have been iflued out Et? Mr. 
I 


ſen. 


untington, ſetting forth the Rev. Mr. Ryla 


Mrs. Maria de Fleury having avowed befilt to her 1 
the Author, I called upon her to enquire the truth? 
and ſhe aſſured me that it is altogether her o 


It is hoped that Mr. H. will be careful —— he treats 
the above Gentleman in his intended publication, teſt 
he ſhoald publicly confront him, as the Rev. Mr. 


- Crawford did on à former occaſion at e 


cauſe him to quit his ground in as precipitate. 

di ſgraceful a manner as he then did. 

Bat alas! we need not wonder at his forging of re- 
bling falſehoods, when he totally rejects the moral 
law as arule of life ; and when the general tenor of 
his condud proves, that the ſpirit of the olpel has no. 
influence over him. 
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